
St. Joseph PTF Meeting – September 13, 2022 

 

Attendance: Mrs. Schaaf, Melissa Thomas, Matt Knake, Kendra Nowatzki, Annie Dickens, Paige Wriston, 
Bethany Zeveski, Deborah Joellenbeck, Amanda LaBrier, Andrew LaBrier, Kim Wyman, Sarah Wiskamp, 
Katie Welsch, Fr. Von 

Opening Prayer: Hail Mary  

Secretary’s Report (Katie Welsch): Brief review of the May 2022 meeting minutes, including the 
treasurer’s report to close the school year, discussion of end-of-year activities, summer events, and 
ideas for fundraising activities for the next school year, a vote on PTF officers for the 2022-23 school 
year, and discussion of a potential amendment to the eligibility criteria for officers in the PTF by-laws. 
The May meeting minutes were approved, with a motion made by Deborah Joellenbeck and seconded 
by Paige Wriston.  

Treasurer’s Report (Sarah Wiskamp): The ending balance from May was $19,981.45. Income for the 
past few months including a donation for Teacher Appreciation week, the Dining Night Out at Walton’s 
($450), the uniform store ($321), and sweet corn sales ($578), for a total income of $1,549.00. Expenses 
included  
reimbursements for several PTF events/purchases (Teacher Appreciation, Student Appreciation, 
Grandparents/VIPs Day, Back to School Pool Party, Field Day shirts, Alumni shirts, Water Play Day), plus 
the water fill station, the reservation for GloBingo, the Great Wolf Lodge raffle prize for Holey Hawks, 
Toolen Running Start (Race Like a Hawk), Freeburg Printing, and RaiseRight (for a gift card raffle prize 
purchased by PTF). Total expenses came to $6,068.74. The current balance is $15,443.71. The 
treasurer’s report was approved, with a motion by Kendra Nowatzki, seconded by Bethany Zeveski. 

Principal’s Report (Mrs. Schaaf): We’ve brought clubs back this year, and the first club day is this 
Thursday. There are three different clubs that kids will rotate through: service club, food club, and 
games club. Service club will be picking up trash and going off school property. Food club usually makes 
something, and games club will do different games. Tomorrow (September 14) is our first 2 p.m. 
dismissal day; these are typically (but not always) on Wednesdays to provide the teachers an 
opportunity for professional development. This Wednesday, the teachers will have a second round of 
professional development on our new diagnostic benchmarking assessment, iReady, which will help 
identify any students who are struggling so they can be given extra one-on-one or small group tutoring. 
Bobo’s turn in was today, and so far things are looking really good. Delivery will be on October 11. Fall 
picture day is September 22, and that will be a free dress day. Last Friday was Spirit Day, and there was 
also a smencil sale. We will continue to pair smencil sales (which are sponsored by the Student Council) 
with spirit wear days this year. Iowa Testing is scheduled for the week of September 26; that’s the 
diocesan standardized assessment that’s given throughout that week, and results come in early October. 
We take ours online so we get results fairly quickly. Teachers are in the process of planning fall field 
trips. PreK-2nd grade are going to Eckerts in Millstadt, and 3rd through 6th grade are going to the 
Cathedral Basilica and The Old Spaghetti Factory. 1st thru 8th grade are also going to the Lintker farm for 
the farm blessing sometime in October. We’re still looking for a sponsor to coach the speech and drama 
team; Kelli Lubenkov has agreed to coach the beginner’s meet, but there are a couple of other meets 
plus a play in the spring. There is no school on October 7 (diocesan teacher convocation) or October 10 



(Columbus Day). The first quarter ends October 17. For the child protection refresher course, you’ll 
receive an email that comes from the diocese saying you need to take your refresher course. Try to get 
it done soon after you get that communication. The initial child protection course is also online. In the 
spring, PTF voted on paying for the playground mulch, which has been ordered. Brandon Waeltz is on 
the grounds committee and is going to reach out to get a crew together to help when it gets in. The 
teachers will be taking care of the program for Veteran’s Day, including sending out invites to veterans 
to join them (that’s another 2 p.m. dismissal day).  

Teacher’s Report (Mrs. Thomas): Most of the updates were focused on the field trips, which Mrs. Schaaf 
covered. The older students’ trip to the Basilica is in conjunction with this being a confirmation year, and 
the teachers are really looking forward to supporting them in that. Mrs. Zeveski noted that they have a 
bus for the September 30 trip to Eckert’s Millstadt. The cost is $10 per child (covered by PTF) and $10 for 
adults who choose to join for the trip; teachers are free with their school ID. The cost includes a wagon 
ride, pumpkin picking, the corn maze, etc. Everyone will bring a sack lunch. They have about 60 kids 
total, so the cost for admission will come in around $600. For the older kids’ field trip on October 14, the 
total cost (tour, lunch, and bus) should be just under $400, and includes parents. For bus trips, we only 
have to pay for the bus driver; Mrs. Schaaf will check to see if the bus driver would accept being paid in 
gift cards, something that was done in the past. The farm blessing is October 21, and there is no cost for 
that trip (the school will cover the bus). 

Committee Reports: 

RaiseRight (Kim Wyman/Katie Welsch): RaiseRight is a nice, additional way to earn money back toward 
tuition. You receive a certain percentage of your purchase back. For online card purchases, you receive 
80% of that percentage, and 20% goes to the school’s RaiseRight account, and for physical card 
purchases, you receive 50% of that percentage, and 50% goes to the school’s RaiseRight account. There 
are two payouts per year; the next period will end September 30, with a payout in October. If your 
tuition bill for the year is paid in full, you will receive a check for your payout; otherwise, the payment 
will be credited toward tuition and you will be notified of the amount. The enrollment code for signing 
up for RaiseRight online is 87ADBL483568. 

Monthly Teacher Luncheon (Paige Wriston): The first one was going to be September 30 but will likely 
get moved to avoid the field trip day for the younger kids. The plan is to have Panera deliver lunch, and 
she’s aiming to target the last week of the month for the lunches going forward.  

Family Dining Nights Out: Cheryl Sinn is willing to help again, and Paige also signed up, so the two of 
them can connect.  We typically aim to hold these quarterly, rotating with different restaurants, and did 
well last year.  

Uniform Store (Sarah Wiskamp): The room was a mess at the end of the school year so they spent a lot 
of time reorganizing it this summer. There are a LOT of great clothes up there, so go check it out. If you 
want to donate, as long as the clothing is in good shape (no holes/stains), you can put it on the porch 
and take it up there.  

Spirit Wear (Torrey Welsch): No firm delivery date has been provided yet, but hopefully before the next 
Spirit Day! **Post-meeting update: It’s likely to be delivered in the next two weeks! 

       



Old Business:  

Budget approval (full vote): Andrew LaBrier reviewed the line items in the proposed 2022-23 PTF budget 
that PTF exec developed over the summer. The sweet corn yield was down this year because of the 
weather, so that profit is smaller this year. Mrs. Thomas shared from Mrs. Busch that Skate Time is 
increasing the cost of its rental, but based on current student numbers, the total cost should be just 
under $600. Fr. Von noted that while they don’t plan on needing to do this, and that the budget is 
looking good for the school, if we do hit the end of the year and there are any financial issues, they may 
come to PTF to ask for help. The budget was approved, with a motion made by Mrs. Thomas, and 
seconded by Kendra Nowatzki.  

Meeting Dates (Tuesday/Wednesday): We will be alternating between the second Tuesday and second 
Wednesdays for our meetings this year to accommodate more schedules, so our next meeting will be 
Wednesday, October 12. 

New/Other Business:  

Grandparents & VIPs Day 9/15: Update shared from the committee (Kristi Correll, Rhonda Daniels, and 
Kelli Lubenkov): They are all set for this Thursday’s event. Thanks to everyone who signed up to bring 
donuts and fruit on the Signup Genius; beverages will also be provided. There will be mass in the 
morning, then everyone will go over to the parish center for breakfast, a photo opportunity, a few 
attendance prizes, activities, and special songs. The activity will include using popsicle sticks to make a 
frame and gluing in puzzle pieces; it will say something like, “I love you to pieces.” There will also be an 
interview sheet the kids will have to interview their grandparent/VIP.  

Skate Night 9/21 (Kim Wyman): Skate Nights are coming back; we’re hoping these will be a nice way to 
bring families together and raise some money. Admission is $7, and skate rental is an additional $3. 
Depending on participation, we may get about half the admission price back per attendee. The event is 
from 6-8 p.m. at Skate City in Belleville (used to be FunSpot). Anyone can attend—other kids, families, 
adults, etc. There will also be $4 meals available. Depending on how this one goes, we may do a few this 
year.  

Picture Day is 9/22. 

Chalk-It-Up (10/8): The Rotary Club puts on this event, which is set up in the Village Square Park. Paige 
Wriston has volunteered to help take this on, and Mrs. Schaaf will email the 3rd through 8th grade 
families to see if any kids would want to help. The event itself is only 2 or 2.5 hours at most. We have 
balloons and school postcards that could be available as takeaways. Paige also noted she was thinking of 
having music, and that she was considering reaching out to Gibault to see if any of their students might 
want to help by doing face painting for community service hours. Kim Wyman will also reach out to 
Melissa Reinhart to see if our Youth Ministry group might similarly be interested in helping.  

Race Like a Hawk (10/15) (Kim Wyman): The race used to start at St. Joe’s, but the Village will no longer 
let us close down the streets in town, so it will be held in the park this year. We can use the pavilion 
there for the after party. Kim has found someone to make the shirts and has a design. With the picnic 
now over, she’ll be reaching out more for sponsors and help. Sponsorship levels are $50, $100, and 
$150.  



On the subject of fundraising, an idea Deborah Joellenbeck had for next year would be to announce the 
Glo-Bingo at the parish picnic bingo to try to attract bingo lovers in the crowd. We could still do this at 
other events like St. Agatha’s purse bingo on October 2. Deborah offered to make a save the date flyer 
to share for that event. Our Glo-Bingo in January will be at Tribout’s. It costs about $200 or $250 to rent 
the hall; we had talked about having it at St. Joseph, but given the equipment costs and setup, it made 
sense to have it at Tribout’s, and they also have something of a built-in audience. Matt Knake suggested 
also connecting with Catholic War Vets, as they might be interested in partnering with us on 
hosting/having one there in the future. This is something we will look into further to understand costs.  

Trunk or Treat (10/22): Trunk or Treat will be on Saturday, October 22 this year from 10-11 a.m. We are 
about to start reaching out with our call for trunks; Paige Wriston has printed flyers to start handing out 
plus posting at businesses. Fr. Von noted the confirmation students will have their retreat that weekend.  

Halloween Party/Fall Festival (10/31): This is a 2 p.m. dismissal day, so the party will probably start after 
lunch. We’ve done this different ways in the past. Sometimes there have been several different game 
stations in the gym, with big tables in the middle for students to color or have a snack. We’ve also had a 
big fall festival in the parking lot, with pumpkins to find, caramel apples, etc. There are still volunteer 
slots open on the SignUp Genius; Deborah Joellenbeck has offered to chair. This also coincides with the 
50th day of school, so those festivities may need to shift to a different day! 

Hole-y Hawks hole hosts (11/5) (Kim Wyman): So far Kim has 4 holes (in Freeburg), without haven’t 
advertised a ton. For the after party, Freeburg doesn’t have a great venue for a big crowd, so she’s 
looking at the Bullpen, since they have a nice space and have also been really good to the school, but it 
might depend on where the holes are located. This event has been a ton of fun and has gained a lot of 
momentum the past few years. Kim is planning to offer a Great Wolf Lodge package as a raffle.  

Family Scavenger Hunt: We need to pick a new date for this event, which was originally offered up at the 
auction. March might be a good time; PTF exec will look into any potential event conflicts.  

By-law Discussion (Officer Credentials): Andrew LaBrier noted that we would like to amend the existing 
by-laws criteria that no employee of the parish can hold an office on the PTF exec board. We need to 
provide 30 days’ notice before voting on the amendment. Andrew will share the existing language plus 
proposed revision over email so we are able to vote on it at the October PTF meeting. 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, October 12, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. 

Closing Prayer: Fr. Von 

Meeting adjourned 


